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Career Exploration Report Student Template
[bookmark: _Toc433873675]Overview
ONLY EDIT HIGHLIGHTED SECTIONS The purpose of this document is to report the research process of Seth Gelbert during his career exploration in Technical Reading and Writing at the Dayton Regional STEM School during the 2015-16 school year.  The following sections document essential questions used to begin the career exploration process, potential career(s) and rationale(s) for choosing those career(s), an overview of the research process used during Seth Gelbert’s career exploration, resources found and used during the process, a resolution, and a reflection of the process as well as a daily logbook of all tasks completed. 
The following Driving Question was used to guide this career exploration process:  How can I locate a potential internship site, college, potential career by conducting extensive independent research? 
[bookmark: _Toc433873676]Essential Questions
ONLY EDIT BY ADDING QUESTIONS IN BULLETED LIST PROVIDED Throughout the career exploration research process, the following questions were asked:
· how much income does this career average?
· How much education is needed to get into this type of career?
· What are the advancement oppurtunities? 
[bookmark: _Toc433873677]Potential Careers & Rationales
DO NOT EDIT This section provides a comprehensive list of potential future careers as well as rationale for choosing those careers.
[bookmark: _Toc433873678]Potential Career 1
The first career I researched was Sports Management. Sports Management is a field involving the business of sports. Some sub-fields of this job would be a sports agent or even an athletic director. There are a lot of daily task for this job. Duties for a sports management administrator may include overseeing all of the business operations for a sports team or organization, creating player contracts or negotiating player trades, managing the organization’s budget including travel and uniform costs, participating in press conferences, scheduling athletic events, monitoring ticket sales and other duties that specific to the organization. As with every career, salaries vary by experience, location and position. A good rule of thumb is to expect to start a sports-management career in the $35,000 to $42,000 range, according to the website Sports Management Colleges. Middle-level positions, such as athletic trainer, can bring in higher amounts, around $50,000, while senior positions, such as athletic director or marketing coordinator, will earn salaries of $100,000 or more. The BLS predicts that the employment of such workers will likely grow by about 10% between 2012 and 2022, which is average compared to all occupations.  I would say one big skill you would need to be good at this job would be communication. For example, if you work for a big company you have to be to communicate with that company and also you clients. The degrees you can study vary. For example, a person interested in coaching athletics will have a much different career and educational path than a person who wants to negotiate contracts for teams and athletes. In another instance, a person interested in negotiating contracts will need education in business, finance and law, which will all be covered in a typical sports management program.
[bookmark: _Toc433873679]Possible Internships for Potential Career 1
INSTRUCTION (remove when finished): In this section, document possible internships that would compliment this potential career – what kinds of internship opportunities might provide you with skills and experience needed for your chosen career? For example, if you were exploring the potential career of biology teacher, the following internship opportunities would provide you with skills and experience needed for being a biology teacher: science teacher aide, nature center intern, day care assistant.  
After listing possible internships, briefly describe why each of these would provide you with skills and experience needed for your chosen career: what skills or special experience would they provide? 
1.) The Heights Racquetball and Fitness Center, 5239 Taylorsville Road, Huber Heights, OH
· Write effective copy, excelling in correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 
·  Use alternate forms of communication (including graphic arts), resulting in improved interactions. 
·  Edit and proof other team members work and provide constructive feedback
[bookmark: _Toc433873680]Potential Career 2
The second career I researched was Marketing Manager. Marketing Management is a personal plan program that generates interest in a product or service. Some sub-fields would be promotion and advertising managers. Most advertising, promotions, and marketing managers work full time. About 2 in 5 advertising and promotions managers worked more than 40 hours per week in 2012. Marketing managers held about 180,500 jobs in 2012. Marketing managers figure out the demand for products and services that an organization and its competitors offer. They also identify potential markets for the organization’s products. They even develop pricing strategies to help organizations maximize their profits, and market share while making sure that the organizations' customers are satisfied. They work with sales, public relations, and product development staff. Marketing managers earned a median annual wage of $123,220 in 2013, according to the BLS. The best-paid 10 percent in the field made more than $187,199 per year, while the bottom 10 percent made less than $64,440. The best-paying jobs are located in the metropolitan areas. Some examples are San Jose, California; Williamsport, Pennsylvania and New York City. Employment of marketing managers is projected to grow 13 percent from 2012 to 2022, about as fast as the average for all occupations. A skill needed to succeed in this occupation would critical thinking because most of the stuff you do involves planning. Most marketing managers have a bachelor’s degree. Courses in business law, management, economics, finance, computer science, mathematics, and statistics are advantageous. For example, courses in computer science are helpful in developing an approach to maximize traffic through online search results, which is critical for digital advertisements and promotions. In addition, completing an internship while in school is highly recommended. 

[bookmark: _Toc433873681]Possible Internships for Potential Career 2
Victoria Theatre Association , 138 N. Main St., Dayton, OH
· Develop and execute marketing strategies for a variety of programming, targeting various demographics.
· Meet and work with local media
· Help meet the ticket sales goal

[bookmark: _Toc433873682]Research Process
So to start the research process I began with taking a test that asked me questions about my interest and what I enjoy doing. My answers to those questions were then turned into potential careers I would be best suited for. One career I knew I wanted to research was Sports Management, because of my love for sports. The other career I researched was Marketing Manager. Both of these jobs have to do with managing which is great because I somewhat like being in control. After deciding on these careers I furthered my research on each of them.
Next I wanted to figure out what level of education I needed to pursue these careers and what the salary for each job was. As I continued to research those questions other questions popped up in my head. I wondered what the advancement opportunities were or how fast could I move up in this job. Going into the report and diving into the research I was favoring the Sports Management job a lot, but further into the research is started to go the other way. I started to get really interested in Marketing Management and how it works.


[bookmark: _Toc433873683]Resources 
ONLY EDIT HIGHLIGHTED SECTIONS This section provides a list of resources found during the career exploration research process (can include resources used to explore your career fields, possible internships, etc.).  
· TEMPLATE for APA FORMAT WEBSITE (remove when finished): Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved from http://Web address – brief 1-sentence description of the resource and/or how you used it in your research process. 
· http://work.chron.com/sports-management-careers-salaries-7873.html
· Rand, B. (n.d.). Sports Management Careers & Salaries. Retrieved from http://work.chron.com/sports-management-careers-salaries-7873.htm
· I used this to get a more descriptive view on the salaries of sports management
· http://home.gwu.edu/~delpy/career.htm
· Directions to Sport Management Career Destinations. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://home.gwu.edu/~delpy/career.htm
· Used to get an explanation on this career
· http://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/advertising-promotions-and-marketing-managers.htm#tab-1
· Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2014-15 Edition, (Wednesday, January 8, 2014) Advertising, Promotions, and Marketing Managers, Retrieved from http://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/advertising-promotions-and-marketing-managers.htm 
· used to get an general over of the market management career.
· http://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/marketing-manager/salary
· Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (n.d.). Marketing Manager: Salary. Retrieved from http://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/marketing-manager/salary
· Used to get an explanation of salary on this career.

[bookmark: _Toc433873684]Career Exploration Resolution
After researching and looking into two careers that included Sports Management and Marketing Management, I concluded that I would favor the Marketing Career. The reason being that I feel I would enjoy it more even though I love sports. Market Management will provide with more annual salary, and it will reach more responsibility.
The intern I located for this positon sounds great. The next step is contacting the location to try and set up the intern. It is located at the Victoria Theatre. During the intern I will meet and work with local media. I will have to develop and execute market strategies for many programs, target various demographics. The goal that is needed to be achieved is to meet the ticket sales goal. 


[bookmark: _Toc433873685]Reflection
Through the process of researching these careers and analyzing data has allowed me to think more objectively about these careers. Throughout my life I have always been involved in sports and love the environment of sports, so I always thought that my career would have something to do with sports. However I never really thought about struggles of this career. Some being that there are many different fields in sports management and also many things you can do with a sports management degree. Researching and compiling information about sports management has greatly gave me a better insight on this field.
The research process also gave me a new interest in another career. When trying to figure out another career to research I took a test that would tell me careers I would be best in. The career I chose was Marketing Management. When researching this career I wanted to figure out what it was about. What does it take to be a Marketing Manager? I knew this job had to do with sales which was great because my dad is a salesman, so I could talk to him to see what it was like. Marketing Managers estimate the demand for products and services that an organization and its competitors offer.
While writing this report it felt simple, but sort of uncomfortable at the same time. This type of writing was very new to me. Although this was a new process for me I found why this would writing might be used in my future career. It helped me by teaching me how to write in a formal voice. It also allowed me to include information that is understandable into the research. I could see myself using this in a Marketing Management career a lot. This would be very useful when researching the demands for a certain product that an organization or a competitor has to offer. 
[bookmark: _Toc433873686]LogBook
ONLY EDIT HIGHLIGHTED SECTIONS The following logbook was kept during (insert your name)’s career exploration process.  It details the tasks completed during this process including sources consulted, essential questions asked and answered, as well as any other information collected each day. 
	Date
	Tasks Completed INSTRUCTION (remove when finished): make a list of all tasks completed each day during your individual research; include sources consulted, essential questions asked/answered, information collected, etc.; use bullet points to separate each item; add a new row for each new day

	
	

	10/22/2015
	Today I came up with 3 essential question and listed to fields of study I would want to research. I found a few sports medicine jobs that I could look into further. I also found one job in sports medicine that really got me interested. It was a physical therapist.

	
	


10/23/15		today I started the research on sports management jobs. I also looked into the wages and education.
10/26/15		today got the answers to my essential questions and also continued more research on what education I needed for the job
10/27/15		today I started the research and searched for information about a marketing manager.
10/28/15		today I started to find answers for my 3 essential questions but haven’t put the info in yet.
10/29/15	today I put in the information for my essential questions and started more research on both careers.
11/3/15	today I got critique for the first round and start to revise
11/4/15	today I finished up what I got critique on yesterday
11/5/15	today I researched some internships that I could possibly do
11/6/15	today I finished up my career exploration report and also found 2 internship spots
11/9/15	today I got critique from a classmate and worked on my reflection
11/10/15	today I finished revising what I got feedback on  and I also finished my reflection and started the research process 
11/11/15	today I started the abstract a little bit and also worked on the citations, also I finished the research process
11/12/15	today I finished up forming the citations into APA format and finished the rest of the abstract
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